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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE – March/April 2020 

 

1) The clinic is open, being run by a skeleton staff of Sarah and 

Suzie so that there will always be someone at the end of the 

phone to answer your questions and contact one of the vets if 

required. At the moment the clinic is manned 8.30am – 5pm, 

Monday to Friday, but with the help of our amazing ‘out of hours’ 

telephone service, a vet can be contacted 24/7 by phoning 01926 

612937 as always. 

2) The vets are working from home doing emergencies only and are 

in constant communication with the clinic.  One of them will 

always phone you back should you have a query or just need 

advice on what to do now. 

3) Should you need follow up drugs, phone the office and these can 

be posted out to you or collected from the clinic – we have a 

collection box outside the door so there is no need to enter the 

clinic 

4) Routine work is being postponed for 1 month and we are 

contacting everyone to reschedule their visit. The price of dentals 

booked during Dental Month is being honoured for all those we 

have had to reschedule 

5) Routine vaccinations – at present the RCVS are recommending 

that these are postponed for the moment, but luckily most of you 

have switched onto a 6mth vaccination programme which means 

that if you are currently unable to have your horse vaccinated you 

will still comply with the regulations.   

6) Should one of our vets need to visit your horse - please ensure 

that there is only ONE person present and that you are not 

experiencing any of the symptoms of COVID19 (fever, cough) and  

where possible make sure that 2m distance is upheld. Please have 

soap and a bucket of warm water available as our vets will 

continue their rigorous hygiene standards to ensure we are all 

remaining healthy during this tough period for everyone. 

Most of you are now pretty up to date with the ever changing Coronavirus situation but for those of you 

who do not follow our Facebook and Instagram pages here is a summary of what Spring Paddocks are 

doing to keep Staff and Clients safe and to abide by the current rulings of our governing bodies. 

Many of you who have their horses 
on DIY livery yards are phoning in 
as yards are imposing rigorous 
restrictions – this is for everyone’s 
safety and the yard owners are well 
within their rights to do so. If the 
yard owner reports a problem with 
your horse, let us know immediately 
and we will arrange with them a 
mutually convenient time to attend. 
If you are allowed onto your yard – 
riding your horse is still permitted as 
long as you observe self-distancing 
advice and requirements – there is a 
very good protocol, put out by the 
BEF, which has been copied onto 
the Home Page of our website 
www.springpaddocksequine.co.uk  
giving helpful information on how to 
best manage your horse during 
these difficult times.  If you are 
unable to see it on the website, 
phone the office and they will send 
or email you a copy. 
 

ALL THESE RECOMMENDATIONS 

AND REGULATIONS ARE 

CONSTANTLY CHANGING SO THIS 

NEWSLETTER MAY ALREADY BE 

OUT OF DATE WHEN IT REACHES 

YOU SO PLEASE CONTACT US 

01926 612937 FOR UPDATES – we 

are here to help  
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WORMING 

We are still able to run worm egg counts in house and with 

the warm weather starting to approach, now is an ideal time 

to start thinking about dropping in a fresh sample to us for 

testing.  (Phone to say you are coming and drop them off in 

clearly labelled plastic bags outside the clinic door 

preferably in the morning) 

The aim of a worming plan is to minimise worm  

burden without eliminating it, whilst also preventing severe 

parasitic disease.  

We recommend testing each horse with quarterly  

worm egg counts and an annual encysted red worm and 

tapeworm test (via blood and saliva analysis). Depending  

on the results our Vets will then be able to advise you on 

appropriate treatment if required. By following this  

protocol we will all help to minimise the growing 

resistance to our wormers by not overusing them.  

Pasture management is also essential to reduce parasitic 

spread. You can help by: removing droppings daily (twice 

weekly minimum),  keeping stocking rates low and group 

sizes small, grazing horses of a similar  

age together, co-grazing with sheep  

or cattle, rotating your fields & resting,  

worming & stabling all new arrivals for  

at least 48 hours before turning them  

out.   
 

 

 

The BREEDING season is upon us so 

don’t forget to have your mare 

vaccinated for tetanus within the 

last month of pregnancy and keep 

up with your EHV vaccinations.    

For those of you wanting to breed 

from your mare this year, the 

breeding season is on hold for the 

moment but the levels in our Liquid 

Nitrogen tank are full, so those of 

you who are thinking of using 

frozen semen,  we are accepting 

straws for storage, so that once 

restrictions are lifted we can 

immediately crack on! 

Let the clinic know if you are 

looking to use frozen AI this year 

so that we are aware of what to 

expect and when. 

 

Other problems to look out for: 

When exercise and routine are 

compromised Azoturia (tying up) as well as 

Laminitis comes to the fore - Remember 

‘FEED FOR EXERCISE DONE’.  

Many of you will also be turning your 

horses out now that the ground is drying 

up and the spring grass is coming through, 

this is full of harmful sugars – BEWARE 

Keep an eye out for mud fever, mites (we 

have managed to order in some Dectomax 

from Ireland – out of stock in England!) and 

‘pus in the foot’ which are common at the 

moment due to the warmer, soggy winter 
we have been experiencing. 

Vaccinations 

If you have recently started or restarted a 

vaccination course of Flu and Tetanus vaccinations 

and the 2nd and 3rd vaccine of the primary course 

are due, you will hopefully be able to go to the end 

of your time window for these vaccinations:  

21- 92 days between the 1st & 2nd vaccination 

150-215 days for the 6th monthly booster – then 

annual vaccinations. 

If the movement restrictions continue for longer 

than anticipated and your vaccinations run out of 

date we are at present negotiating a vaccine 

amnesty with the drug company, but nothing has 

been agreed as yet – but we will let you know as 

soon as we have further information and what form 

it will take.  

From a disease perspective, restrictions on the 

movement of horses means that the risk of disease 

is greatly reduced.  

 

 


