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Dental month is upon us. This has been 

a regular feature now for a few years and 
is becoming increasing popular.  We are 
seeing great results as owners become 
more aware of dental issues and are 
having their horses’ teeth checked on a 
regular basis. 
 

 We have therefore invested in 2 new 

BATTERY powered dental rasps.  These 
allows us to use motorised rasps in 
locations without mains electricity.  For 
more information take a look at the 
website 
www.springpaddocksequine.co.uk or 
contact the clinic 01926 612937 
 

 An Alternative To Bute? 
 

BozMerix is a revolutionary new supplement 
designed as a supportive product for ridden 
horses. It is especially useful in those that are stiff, 
older or undergoing rehabilitation following injury 
and those in intense training.   
It provides the anti-oxidant properties of Tumeric 
in the form of Curcumin alongside Boswellia 
Serrata and ASU.  Bosmerix is free from prohibited 
substances and contains no additional sugars so is 
suitable for competing horses and those on a low 
sugar diet. In many instances it has enabled a 
reduction in the dose of long term ‘bute’ and 
other NSAIDs.  
 

SPECIAL OFFER – 1/3 off during March 2020 
 

Life at Spring Paddocks is moving forward quickly!  
 

We are delighted to welcome Hannah Underhill BvetMed, MRCVS – Hannah 
joined us at the beginning of January after relocating from Hertfordshire  
where she has been working as an equine vet.  Brought up in Cornwall, she has  
spent a lifetime amongst horses having,  trained to Advanced level Dressage and  
successfully competed her own horses in all disciplines . She comes to Spring 
Paddocks with a particular interest in Stud work, Competition horses and Care of the older horse. 
Following Gemma’s relocation to Shropshire with her husband Dan, Carys Morgan BVSc, MRCVS. 
will be joining the team in May, bringing the total of vets at the practice (including John) back to 
five.  Carys has been working in equine practice in Bridgenorth for the past 18 months, is a 
talented vaulter and regularly represents Team GB at International Competition.  
We wish Gemma and Dan all the best with their new venture. 
 

In January we took delivery of a brand new and latest model Gastroscope.  The new scope is 
slightly longer and provides us with some excellent diagnostic images and video recordings.  
Should you be concerned about gastric ulceration, please contact the clinic and discuss your 
concerns with one of the vets.  Gastroscopy is an excellent diagnostic tool, especially if your horse 
has suddenly developed behavioural changes, is lethargic, losing condition or underperforming.  
Ruling out the presence of gastric ulcers is as important as treating them.   
It is always worth enquiring at the clinic, as we very often have a discount offer in place. 
 

 

Dental month is upon us.  

This has been a regular feature now for a few 
years and is becoming increasingly popular.  
We are seeing great results as owners 
become more aware of dental issues and are 
having their horses’ teeth checked on a 
regular basis. 
 

We have therefore invested in 2 extra 

BATTERY powered dental rasps, enabling more 
of the vets to use motorised rasps in 
locations without mains electricity.  
  

For more information take a look at the 
website www.springpaddocksequine.co.uk 
or contact the clinic 01926 612937 
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Yard Managers’ Evening 
 

In January we held a yard owners’/managers’ evening at Wethele 
Manor.   
The evening was very well attended and enjoyed by all.  During the 
evening we discussed vaccination, biosecurity, worming and weight 
management under the umbrella of the Keep Britain’s Horses Healthy 
Yard Excellence Scheme.   
The scheme is designed to help yard owners and vets work together on 
preventative health care and disease outbreak management.  
We prepared some useful folders to be given out during the evening 
which included protocols on managing the most common situations a 
yard is likely to face together with areas to record routine procedures 
such as vaccinations, etc. 
We still have a few of these folders at the clinic which are available on 
request. 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Vaccination and Infectious Disease 
 

12 months have now passed since the Equine Influenza outbreak in 2019. Most organisations and venues 
are still requesting a 6 monthly booster vaccination and also state that you cannot compete until 7 days 
post vaccination - we therefore advise that you check the current requirements with your governing body 
as well as the event organiser, as these have a habit of changing without notice. 
 

EHV1,4 ‘The Hidden Threat’ ! There have been two recent cases reported in the West Midlands which 
have resulted in equestrian facilities being put on lock down.  EHV1,4 can cause flu like symptoms, 
abortion and in some cases paralysis in the horse and is transmitted by direct contact with infected horses 
or indirect contact with shared buckets and equipment. There is a vaccine available and this is particularly 
recommended for pregnant mares, for young stock under 5 years or age, competing horses and those 
housed at venues where there is a constant movement of horses.  
It is important that everyone should have biosecurity measures in place to protect their horses when 
travelling and competing.  Further information can be obtained on request at the clinic. 
 

Strangles is always about and there have been recent confirmed outbreaks reported in mid Warwickshire 
so everyone needs to be aware and monitor your horses closely for signs of infection. 
 

S P R I N G   I S   O N   T H E   W A Y 
Which can only mean one thing . . . the foaling season is upon us. 
If you have an in-foal mare, we advise that you boost their tetanus status 1 month 
prior to foaling, not only to ensure adequate transfer of antibodies to the foal, but 
also to protect your mare should she suffer any foaling induced trauma.   
If your mare has not received a booster or is unvaccinated, the newly born foal will 
need tetanus antitoxin within the first 24 hours of life and then repeated until 3 
months of age, when the foal can have its 1st vaccination for tetanus. 
We advise that mares should be checked post foaling and the foal have an IgG blood 
test to check for the passive transfer of antibodies within the first 24hrs of life. 
We have already welcomed our first foal this season. We would like to congratulate 
Paige Danes on the arrival of her lovely foal Nero who arrived on 19th Feb, both mare 
and foal are doing well.   
 

Dates for your diary 
 
March is Dental Month 
 
1st–31st May: Weigh in May 
 
11th June: Evening Talk  
6.30pm 
‘Is it behaviour or Pain?’  
(Including an Acupuncture  
Demonstration) 


